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Work has started on the cupola at the top of the tower at St. John's!
We are very grateful to Historic England and the Government's Culture Recovery fund for the £23,
782 towards the stabilisation and survey of the cupola. This is the start of our journey to repair
and restore St. John's so it is fit for purpose and for our communities in the 21st century
while still honouring our heritage. We continue to be #HereforCulture. 
 
Culture creates jobs, supports livelihoods, and brings joy to everyone. The UK leads the world in
the creative industries and we can all feel pride in that. Now, in these challenging times, it’s our
turn to show our support for culture. With an unprecedented investment through the £1.57bn
Cultural Recovery Fund, the government is #HereForCulture so it can weather the storm of
coronavirus and come back stronger. And we are #HereForCulture too. #HereForCulture is a
movement that unites the public, government and cultural organisations in support of our fantastic
cinemas, theatres, music venues, museums, galleries and heritage. We want people to make sure
that when they are able to visit local culture venues again in their communities, they do so in a
covid secure way. Plus, with more and more culture being curated online, there is no better time
to support and enjoy all the new and exciting ways culture is available to us. By being
#HereForCulture, we aren’t just supporting the people in the industry, we’re also supporting
communities across the country.

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=1498071be53b7666c099ad893&id=c291f74f15
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89481452808
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/7893512f-67f6-40de-8999-8dfad22e20e2


25/11/2020 The Online Link No. 37 Sun 29th November - Sat 5th December 2020😁

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=1498071be53b7666c099ad893&id=c291f74f15 2/8

Use online giving here to catch up on your giving or to make a donation.
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Your Sunday Service Link (10.30 am): 
Click on the Loving, Growing sharing Image

above from Sunday 10am or on 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89481452808 

 
Church Administrator: Nikki Bell 
Email stjohnshillingdon@gmail.com 

Text/Phone 07972 618584 
 

Vicar: Alan Bradford 
Email abradford@hotmail.co.uk  

Emergencies Text/Phone: 07847672599 
 

St. John's Church, 
Royal Lane, Uxbridge UB8 3QP 

www.stjohnshillingdon.org.uk

As I write this blog, I am looking forward to watching the final of ‘The Great British Bake Off’ this
evening. I don’t know how many of you will be watching it (or will have watched it). It is something
I’ve watched over the years since it started in 2010. 
Over the years, we’ve seen many home bakers compete in the various challenges of this
competition. The programme is said to have encouraged a trend for home baking across the UK,
with some people baking treats ready to eat whilst watching the show, and some inspired to bake
and even to attempt to recreate some of the recipes after watching it. 
  
I have no idea who will win this evening and I don’t mind as I think they all deserve it. Over the
weeks, they have all faced highs and lows, all been ‘Star Baker’, and at other times managed to
get through by the skin of their teeth after encountering some baking disasters! It seems that in
this series more than any other, there has been a closer bond between the contestants as they've
encouraged and helped each other. I don't know if that is because they have all stayed together in
a ‘covid secure bubble’ during filming. 
  
I am wondering what tonight’s theme is and what they will each be creating for this final. 
  
Over the weeks, there have been different themes, and each time they have faced a ‘signature
challenge’, a ‘technical challenge’ and a ‘showstopper challenge’. I was thinking of the way these
different people, each with their own personality, and their various backgrounds, have all been
facing the same challenges. It led me to think about us facing different challenges. 
  
The ‘signature challenge’ is like something we do, and maybe something we can usually do, but
then it doesn't always go to plan. The ‘technical challenge’ is when we have to step out of our
comfort zone, when we don't always know what something is going to be like, but we need to
carefully follow the instructions. In life, we have the Bible, God's instructions for us to follow. And
then they have the ‘showstopper’, the challenge where they go all out and do the very best that
they can. I was thinking about how we can go all out and do the best we can for God, in the ways
we serve him, in caring for each other, and in helping bring others to faith. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89481452808
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In ‘The Great British Bake Off’, the illustration drawings are done after the various baking
challenges have been finished. As we look back on the pictures of our life, on the decisions we
made, and on the things we said and did, let us look back on them through the eyes of God. 
We are never rejected or sent away from God's tent. Our aim in life is not to receive the
‘Hollywood Handshake’, but to overcome the challenges like the star baker. Our aim is to have
God say to us “well done, you've run the race, well done you've tackled the challenges”, and to
know that we have overcome with God. 
So back to tonight’s final, I wonder who will win …. 
  
 
Prayers 
Advent: The Coming of Christ 
We praise you, Lord Jesus Christ, that in your infinite love you came to save us from our sins and
to bring us to God. We praise you that you come to us now in the power of your Spirit to
strengthen us for service and to abide with us all our days. Help us to remember that you will
come again in your majesty to be our judge, that we may dedicate our lives to the furtherance of
your kingdom. We ask it for the honour of your name. Amen. 
 
The Family of Carol Turner 
Please continue to pray for Richard, Becky, Vicky, Megan, Tom and family, and for the
arrangements for the service for Carol on Tuesday 1st December. For details of how to be part of
the service online and when to gather at St. John's for the drive past, see the 'Notices' section. 
  
Prayer for the Nation 
Lord Jesus Christ, in these dark and difficult days, we turn our hearts to you. 
In ages past, you have delivered our nation from disaster. 
Do it again, we pray. Give wisdom beyond human wisdom to our leaders, 
Give strength beyond human strength to the NHS and all our frontline workers. 
Give comfort beyond human comfort to the elderly and all who grieve. 
Lord Jesus Christ, in these dark and difficult days, turn your face towards us, have mercy upon
us, and heal our land, we pray. Amen. 
 
Christ Our Hope in Life and Death 
Listen, worship and pray into the words of the hymn 'Christ Our Hope in Life and Death'  by
clicking here.

This Sunday 29th November is Advent Sunday. 
Hope 

Your Advent Wreath is included here!
Join us in lighting a candle on each Sunday during Advent, and on Christmas Day! 

For your special advent wreath click here and download.  
You can then use this each week as we all light our wreaths together! Print the wreath out and

add your own colour. Prizes for children who colour their own wreath. (If you can't print due to not
having a printer, email us and we will send you one!) Instructions are included in the printout. 

Click here for special relaxing Hope colouring! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OibIi1rz7mw
https://mcusercontent.com/1498071be53b7666c099ad893/files/447b751f-f9a2-4009-95cd-b68cd030f5e1/Your_Advent_Wreath.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/1498071be53b7666c099ad893/files/3968ceeb-16c1-483a-bd46-355b870ae734/Hope_Great_Colouring.pdf
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Prayer for Advent Sunday: Hope: - to pray when you light the first wreath candle
Loving God, we thank you for the hope you give us. 

Help us to understand what real Christian hope is, and how our hearts can grow in faith and hope. 
Help us prepare our hearts for the Lord's coming by being open, seeing to the light of Christ in

others. We ask this in the name of the one born in Bethlehem, Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Acts 28: 1-10
28 Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta. 2 The islanders showed
us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold.
3 Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat,
fastened itself on his hand. 4 When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said
to each other, “This man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, the goddess
Justice has not allowed him to live.” 5 But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill
effects.  
6 The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead; but after waiting a long time and
seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a god. 7 There
was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed us to
his home and showed us generous hospitality for three days. 8 His father was sick in bed,
suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on
him and healed him. 9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were
cured.  
10 They honoured us in many ways; and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the
supplies we needed.

National Tree Week
Saturday 28th November to December 6th is National Tree Week. 
 
The main focus of the week is to plant more trees in schools and communities. It started in 1973
as a response to the Dutch Elm disease – Plant a tree in ’73 and the Tree Council was born. Pray
for lots of trees to be planted in the right places, despite the Covid19 restrictions, and for a new
generation of tree enthusiasts to be created. Trees are our strongest warriors in the battle against
climate change. locking up carbon, fighting flood and cooling our cities. To reach the Governments
2050 carbon net zero target the UK needs more trees. 
The Woodland Trust has a campaign to help reach the target, planting 50 million more trees over
the next five years. We can support their campaign. We could also encourage the council or local
groups to grow more trees or if we have space in our gardens we could grow our own tree to help
our planet earth. Christine Rodrigues.



25/11/2020 The Online Link No. 37 Sun 29th November - Sat 5th December 2020😁

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=1498071be53b7666c099ad893&id=c291f74f15 5/8

 The Furze
Historical research is a bit like doing a jigsaw puzzle. You don’t fit the pieces in a precise order,
and you build up the whole picture gradually. My investigations into the building known as The
Furze have been a bit like that. I don’t have a complete picture yet and I don’t think I will until the
Local Studies Room in Uxbridge Library opens up again. Anyway, I thought I would share with you
what I know so far and there is always the possibility that some readers may be able to fill in some
gaps. You will all be familiar with this house from the outside as it is now part of Hillingdon
Hospital. You can see it clearly from Pield Heath Road, as it stands to the west of the Maternity
Wing. 

The Furze was built in the early 19th century. I don’t know who lived there in those early days but
in 1856 it was owned by William Dougal Christie (possibly the British diplomat and author of this
name). By the time of the 1881 census it was the home of Robert Edward Master and his family
and staff. Robert Edward Master was a Justice of the Peace at Uxbridge Magistrates Court but
prior to that he was the Director of Revenue in the Civil Service in Madras. He lived at The Furze
with his wife Florentia and his daughter Eleanor who married Lord Denbury of Devon. Also living
in the house were James Taylor, a servant, Eliza Oxford a servant and Eliza Hubbard a
housemaid. By 1911 the family must have gone up in the world as they had acquired a butler and
a ladies maid. There was also a gardener’s cottage and a lodge house on the estate. 
There is then a huge gap in the story of the Furze. The next bit of the jigsaw is when in April 1953
the administrative offices of the Uxbridge Group Hospital Management Committee transferred to
the Furze from St John's Hospital ( in Kingston lane). Subsequently, The Furze became a School
of Nursing being formally opened on 1st March 1961 by Miss M.M. Edwards, the Director of
Nursing for the King Edward's Hospital Fund. The Hillingdon Hospital tower block that we are
familiar with today was completed in 1967 and stands in the former grounds of the The Furze. 
The Furze looks in a bit of a sorry state today and I cant help wondering what will happen to it with
the new plans for Hillingdon Hospital. It is a listed building so it will be interesting to see. Perhaps
it will be renovated and given a new lease of life? I’m wondering if any members of St John’s who
currently work or who have worked in the past at Hillingdon Hospital have any memories of The
Furze? Does anyone know what it is used for today? My email address is
christine_bar37@hotmail.com if you can supply any of the missing pieces! 
There are some great photos of The Furze in 1960's on the following website: 
COLLAGE - The London Picture Archive (cityoflondon.gov.uk) 
The website also includes lots of other photos of buildings in the London Borough of Hillingdon
including St John's. Christine Bartlett

The Furze from the car park.
 
The wall in Colham Green Road which was
probably the boundary wall of The Furze
estate

https://ezitis.myzen.co.uk/stjohnsuxbridge.html
mailto:christine_bar37@hotmail.com
https://collage.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
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The Hillingdon Foodbank face challenging times due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
They support the multi national community in Hillingdon of all creeds and aim to make the

Christmas holiday more special at the darkest time of the year with the added problems that
everyone is now facing. 

They also make up 100+ Christmas boxes for people who do not qualify for Foodbank support,
but are in need.  

To help you understand, for this years Harvest festival 11 schools kindly donated although the
foodbank usually experience help from  36+ schools. 

The Foodbank is in need of: 
Tinned Products only: Meat(all types), Fish, Vegetables, Fruit and Puddings. 

Jars: Jam, Pasta Sauces, Curries and other sauces. 
500g-1kg Bags of: Granulated Sugar, Pasta, Rice and noodles. 

Packets of: Potato Mash, Biscuits, Christmas cakes, Sweets, Crisps, Heathy Bars and snacks. 
Bottles/Cartons of: Long life Milk, Fruit Juice and squash. 

Children's Toys Pre wrapped with a label stating what age and whether the gift is for a boy or a
girl. 

You can drop your donations to: 
Participating local Supermarkets: 

1. Sainsburys York Road Uxbridge UB8 1QW 
2. Sainsburys Lombardy Retail Park Coldharbour Lane Hayes. UB3 3EX. 

3.Sainsburys  Long Dr, South Ruislip, Ruislip HA4 0HQ. 
4.Tesco Bulls Bridge Industrial Estate Hayes UB25LN       

5. Tesco Extra Glencoe Rd, Hayes UB4 9SQ 
6. Waitrose  52 Green Ln, Northwood HA6 2XB 

Current Participating Churches with donation boxes. 
St Martin’s Church Eastcote Rd, Ruislip HA4 8DG. Monday to Sunday 09-00 to 16-00 hrs 

Or Alternatively 
              Delivery to Hillingdon Foodbank Warehouse 

              Foodbank Warehouse Address: 
             30 Oxford Road 

             UB9 4DQ. 
Thank you from the Hillingdon Foodbank Team.

The Children's Society
 

Find out more about the Children's Society here: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/about-us 
 

Support the Children's society by visiting the Christmas card shop
here: https://www.charitycardshop.com/thechildrenssociety 

 
St John's will again be supporting this fantastic charity this year watch this space to hear about

our Christingle Services. 
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The Children's Society Home Coin Boxes. 
Please hang on to your collecting boxes for the time being. The Children's Society do not want us
to be placed at unnecessary risk by handling boxes, counting coins and taking trips to the bank. If
you are a box holder, you will be contacted when we are able to collect your box. Christine Bartlett

  
Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas Child 

Thank you to everyone who has once again supported this amazing charity St John's have now
sent 29 shoeboxes which is amazing.  
There is still time to pack a shoebox as the national collection week has been extended to the 5th
December the last day for collection is 14th December. This can be done online by giving a
donation of £20 and Samaritans Purse will pack a shoebox for you, just click on this link for more
information https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/  Nikki Bell

In Memory of Carol Turner - Tuesday 1st December

Carol Turner's funeral is on Tuesday 1st December. They will be driving along Royal Lane past St.
John's on the way to Breakspear. Please join us at 1.30 pm at a covid-safe distance outside St.
John's as we pay our respects to Carol, and show our support to the family, followed by lighting

tealights and prayers in the church Memorial Gardens.

Take Part Online

There will be a live webcast of the service on Tuesday 1st December at 2.15pm. 
You can join the service from 2.13pm. Viewing time finishes by 3.15pm at the latest. 

Use or click on this link: https://www.obitus.com/ 
Username:  Godo6481            Password: 015584

You can login to the website at any time to view a test Webcast which is recommended to do in
plenty of time before the service, during the service window you will be automatically redirected to
the live Webcast of the service. Once the viewing window has passed the live Webcast will then
automatically close and a message will appear saying "This funeral service has now finished". 

The Webcast should be back online on Tuesday 08th December, where it will be available to view
until Sunday 10th January using the same Login Information. 
Donations in Carol's memory to the Blood Cancer charity  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/turner-family1 
 

How to join the Sunday service from your landline/mobile (without Internet)

- Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
- Enter meeting ID Code 894 8145 2808 then the # key 

- You will be asked to enter your participants' ID. Ignore this, and just press # key 
- There is no password. If you are asked for one, then just press the # key.

The Bible Society 
The Bible Society are collecting used postage stamps to raise funds. Please send stamps to Bible

https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.obitus.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0dc6608f55974c4bf5d708d8912882cb%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637418950458961169%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fpVV4Z%2FVE2DjDDu62SPfylHrAgmArkLPIkJP6r1VkBM%3D&reserved=0
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Society, Stamp Appeal, Post Room, Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG – thank you!
Christine Bartlett 

 
My Story. 

Although this time during the pandemic is difficult, it does bring us some special opportunities.
One opportunity is for you to write your story! We’d love to know something of your story and to

present this as an opportunity for others to get to know you better too. Would you consider writing
something that we could share with others via ‘The online Link ’? Obviously, you could write a lot,
but don’t worry, it needn’t be long. The idea is to include how you came to be a part (or associated

with) with St. John’s Church and to include something about your faith story or your searching
story. Thank you for considering this. If you would like some hints/tips to get started or would

prefer to be interviewed please email or call Nikki.

CHEQUES 
Payable to: 

Hillingdon Parochial Church Council 
St. John's Church 

Royal Lane 
Uxbridge 
UB8 3QP

STANDING ORDER 
Set up a Standing Order with your bank or

building society using these details: 
Barclays Bank, 142 High St, 

Uxbridge, UB8 1JX  
Sort Code: 208916 

Account No: 20465615

Click here for pdf file of this edition
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