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Sunday 22nd May 2022 
Resurrection People- Restoring Work 

John 21: 1-14
21 Afterwards Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way:
2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee,
and two other disciples were together.  
3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood
on the shore, but the disciples did not realise that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, “Friends,
haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered.  
6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did,
they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom
Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,”
he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water.  
8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from
shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish
on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”  
11 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even
with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of
the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish.  
14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Dear Friends & Members of St. John’s 
As I write this we find ourselves in another unwelcome time in history, three months into a new
war which started with Russia invading Ukraine in February 2022. No sooner had we come out of
the vast majority of the coronavirus restrictions than we have been thrust into the effects and
consequences of this invasion. This has led to vastly increasing prices for fuel and food, which
presents a challenge for us all. 
 
It is now a year since we started up services in church again after not being able to meet due to
the restrictions. On the 30th May in 2021 we tentatively started up in church again with just a 9am
short service. We then followed this by adding a 10.30am service the following week. We had
been closed for services in church since Mothering Sunday in 2020. That's a run of
fourteen months when we were not able to meet in person, although we were of course able to
meet together on "Zoom", and this proved to be a significant time in our journey and history
together. The 'hybrid' services we now have, where people can join us for worship on "Zoom" from
their homes (or from wherever!), are now an integral part of what we offer. Who'd have thought it!   
 
We were also able to gradually open up again from May 2021 to all who use the church during the
week, lessening the restriction in stages as things progressed. This all makes things sound so
easy, but many of us know it was anything but, as we also had to contend with the challenges
at the front of the building where flint stones had fallen, meaning we couldn't use the front



entrance! This led to us opening a new side pathway into the building and also having to fork out
for repairs to the front of the building. We are very grateful to Mark Hamlin and team for building
the new pathway in, which enabled us to open up again, rather than remaining closed for even
longer.  We also thank Rick for his work and idea of the mesh solution for securing the buttress
flint-work, which was also necessary to enable us to open up. If you add to this the complications
of telecomms upgrades also taking place you can see that we really did have so much to
overcome, let alone the pandemic! 
 
I am incredibly grateful to our Administrator Nikki Bell who played a huge role in us somehow
coming through all of this. Nikki has managed and organised so much of the changes and
communications as we have continued to move forward to build again out of the difficult times we
have been through, not to mention all the 'catching up' necessary for the postponed weddings and
baptisms! Thank you Nikki, for all you do for church and community, and for your amazing help as
my PA. 
 
Last July we actually held a Summer Fayre, opened by our Mayor Roy Chamdal. Much to our
surprise, we had a very encouraging number of visitors, despite the pandemic we had been
through and the restrictions. We made a profit and we were able to buy some useful items for
future events, thanks to a grant award. 
 
Last summer was also when Brian & Christine Bartlett moved on to pastures new at Caversham.
They had been a part of the community and church here for so many years, serving so
wonderfully and faithfully. We miss you! 
 
Our dedicated team continues to visit Parkfield House to take services for the residents. It has
also been good to see our connections developing further with local schools.. I have done
workshops and assemblies at St. Andrew's, Highfield and Hillingdon Primary Schools. Our
connections with John Lock Academy continue to strengthen. We have also had visits to the
church from 'Cheeky Chums' Nursery and from the year 11's at BishopHalt School. 
 
During the year Bishop Pete retired from being our Bishop and he will most certainly be greatly
missed. Bishop Lusa is the new Bishop of Willesden, joining us from the Diocese of Leicester. 
 
It may have seemed a bit of a mad thing to do but we rose to the challenge of having four
immersion baptisms in the middle of winter! So, on January 23rd this year, two young mums and
two students were baptised in a pool at the front of church. We hired in heaters for inside the pool,
and out, and the water and temperature outside of the pool was warm! We followed this with
another immersion baptism on May 8th for student member Winnie, when the water was hot! It
was great that Winnie was supported by so many students who came along from Brunel
University.  
 
Warden Rick Williams, the PCC and I have continued to  work on our strategy and vision for the
repair and use of the building going forward. Our ordinand Caroline Reed has continued in her
training and studies, gaining good marks for her essays and blessing us with her leading and
preaching. During the year Di Newman gave up the 'Stewardship' and 'Wedding Finance' roles
and we are very grateful for all her dedication and service. Ursulyn George started serving as part
of our Financial Team as treasurer, and her help and time has been so useful in our management
of church finances. 
 
Two special people from our community who were so connected with St. John's went to be with
God during the year. We said goodbye in July to Margaret Buckingham and, in November, to Iris
Culcheth. Such lovely ladies, and in faith we look forward to seeing you again. 
 



Currently we are running an Alpha course and the church has just been successfully used as a
polling station for the local elections. We have also had film makers using the grounds and church
for takes. 
 
Thank you all for your care, kindness and patience during a difficult period for Anne and I
following the death of my Dad. Thank you, Anne, for being an amazing wife, for all your wonderful
support and for all you do for the church and community. Thank you all, EVERYONE, for all your
contributions and for what you do to serve in the body of Christ in and through your connection
with St. John’s. (There are too many names to mention individually, so please count yourself
thanked!) 
 
Please read through the following reports, and I look forward to seeing you all at the AGM on
Sunday 22nd May at 10.30am. The financial report will follow soon via email, or may instead just
be presented at the meeting.
 
Keep loving, growing and serving! 
   
Yours for Christ and His Kingdom,, 
Alan 
Vicar of St. John’s 
14 May 2021

Nikki Bell Administrator
I thought 2020 was bad but in all honesty 2021 was probably the most challenging of years for me
at St John's!  
It felt like every time we were moving forward, we were knocked back to the start, which at times
felt so frustrating, overwhelming, exhausting and was very time consuming. With all that said I do
love a challenge and can sometimes (not always) be more productive. I take comfort in the fact
that this experience has made me personally more resilient and my multi tasking skills have
reached a new higher level!  
 
I couldn't even begin to tell you how many risk assessments where carried out by myself and Alan
during 2021. It was not an easy task to follow the Government and Church of England guidelines
to manage the risk of transmission from COVID-19, whilst also ensuring we were inclusive to all
and most importantly welcoming. Thank you to everyone for your understanding and patience
while we worked on this as I know it was just as overwhelming and at times frustrating for you all. 
 
There were also changes to Marriages in the UK which was quite confusing especially as the
changes being made came into effect a few weeks before our first wedding at St John's since the
pandemic. I am pleased to say that all went smoothly. 
 
I continued to learn new things which you know I love and was able to make new connections.  
 
Our Triennial Visitation from the Archdeacon took place on 16th September 2021. Rick and myself
were in attendance at this meeting. I am pleased to say that the Venerable Catherine Pickford
was grateful for our warm welcome and particularly impressed with how St John's had overcome
the huge challenges and our organised record keeping.  
 
So much happened, as I eluded to earlier when I said it was the most challenging of years It's
hard to know where to begin with this report... I could go through each and every individual
thing but there is just not enough room. 
 
I would like to thank some people who make my role easier: Alan for all his support and innovative



ideas. I always enjoy working alongside Alan especially when we are looking to overcome
challenges.  
Alan's idea of Hybrid services have been a huge success and continues to enable those to still
feel connected. 
Thank you to Anne for her constant support with Zoom and for all that she does for St. John's. 
Rick for all of his support with our beautiful building, especially during the upgrade of the telecoms
units in the tower. 
Jacky for her organisational skills and continuous support in the office without Jacky I would
be swamped in paperwork!  
Mark for his ongoing support, making it possible for us to open, and his work with the churchyard
team who are all so passionate, supportive and dedicated. 
Our wonderful welcomers who give a warm welcome to all that attend and help with other duties
that enable services to run smoothly. 
Those that help with the Fortnightly Link sending in Blogs, Stories, articles prayers and especially
Chris for all of her hard work researching and pulling together the Eco News every two weeks and
Christine who continued to send the St John's history articles for many months after Brian and
herself had left the area. 
To all that help. You are always willing to help in whatever way you can.  Thank you so much for
all that you do.  
 
If anyone would like to get more involved at St John's we always welcome volunteers no matter
how small the contribution is. Please contact me.  
 
" Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they have the heart."- Elizabeth Andrew. 
 
St John's is now back to some normality as all groups have returned. We have even picked up
some new groups and have recently been used as a polling station for the local elections. St
John's is once again serving the community. I love hearing the groups getting together, chatting
and playing music it is truly wonderful. I am so blessed to be working in such a beautiful place
with so many fantastic friends. I am looking forward to the year ahead and all of the exciting things
to come.

Churchwarden Rick Williams. Mark Hamlin (Resigned Oct 2021)
Although 2021 was less disruptive than 2020, it still presented many challenges to St John’s,
including a second national lockdown.  For the first part of the year our Sunday services continued
on Zoom/phone.  Alan also continued to lead weekly prayer meetings, again via Zoom.  Due to
safety concerns the main entrance into St John’s was considered unsafe and we felt unable to
open up the building.  Thanks to the idea of one of the PCC, and the hard work of Mark Hamlin
and the Gardening Team, safe access into St John’s was restored by the construction of a new
pathway leading to the Grundon Room door.   As a result weekly live services recommenced in
mid June, whilst also continuing to be broadcast using Zoom for those unable to attend in person.
These services became more refined due to experience gained, and the new cameras and
equipment which was installed.    Alan must be thanked for continuing to lead this worship format
to sustain our St John’s family.  Thanks must also go to the small team that help Alan each week
in church with the technology and equipment and to Paul and Andrew for providing musical
support for the mid morning services.   The music group has recently been augmented by Jeff
playing the piano.  St Johns’ is also grateful for the support that Caroline, Carol, Matt and Rodney
give to Alan in connection with our Sunday worship.  
  
Mark Hamlin was elected Churchwarden at the Church AGM in April 2021, but made the decision
to resign in October in order to focus on other aspects of life at St John’s.  I would like to thank
Mark for the support he gave me, and St John’s, during his period in office. 
  



With the new access side pathway in place St John’s was able to put on a very successful
Summer Fete in July.  This was initially intended to be an outdoor event, but was switched inside
due to weather concerns.  Many thanks to Anne and Alan for the necessary last minute
organisation required to achieve this.  
  
PCC meetings during 2021 were held either in person or on Zoom.  The PCC, Alan and Rick have
been working with our architect to produce a forward plan for the necessary repairs required to
the fabric of St John’s.  This is an ongoing project which will require considerable external funding
over a number of years.  Temporary work has been necessary to prevent further deterioration to
the building.  
  
A secondary roof has been constructed over part of the Grundon Room, to prevent rainwater
penetration, and external mesh has been installed to the tower to prevent flints from falling from
part of that structure.  This latter work has enabled the main front doors of the church to be
returned to safe use.  
  
Many thanks must go to our wonderful Gardening Team, who continue to maintain the grounds
around St John’s in such a magnificent condition.  
  
Rick continued his responsibilities towards the maintenance of the fabric of the church building,
and the three investment residential properties held by St John’s.  He works closely with our
retained Managing Agents to ensure maximum benefit. 
  
The overall Covid situation in the country is improving and it is hoped the normality will gradually
return to St John’s during 2022.  It is encouraging to note a gradual increase in people attending
our mid morning services in person, and to have a very full congregation for our Easter service
this year.

Carol Williams Commissioned Minister
With the reopening of the church back in June last year, things have slowly been returning to
normal at St John’s (not fully “normal” as we knew it, but we are well on the way).  Having just
come to terms with preaching on Zoom during the lockdowns of 2020 and early 2021,  it was a
case of having to learn how to lead and preach back in church once we had reopened last June. 
This time the challenges were technical – having to know where to stand, and where to look into
the camera (or not) so that those joining on Zoom would feel included in the service.  All very
daunting to begin with, but hopefully practice is starting to make, if not perfect, at least more
competent!  I have to confess the new “Britney Spears” microphones (as Alan calls them) did take
a little bit of getting used to when being used for the first couple of occasions (mainly as I wear
glasses and had to make sure the microphone fitted properly over my ears and my specs!). 
  
At the end of February this year, Rick and I represented St John’s at the Welcome Service for our
new Bishop of Willesden – Lusa Nsenga-Ngoy.  It was a very uplifting service with many different
elements and people of different religions welcoming Bishop Lusa in his new role.  During the
service the congregation were invited to affirm their commitment to the task of ministry.  I am
taking the liberty of including the words of that affirmation, as they are relevant to each and every
one of us here at St Johns as we move back out into the community and do our best to bring
more people to God’s love: 
  
“We are to baptise and make new disciples.  We are to read God’s Holy Word and join together in
prayer.  We are to attend to God’s word and proclaim it to the world.  We are to celebrate the
Eucharist and be formed as the Body of Christ.  We are to care for this community and show the
love of Christ to all in need.  We are to celebrate the Sacraments of the New Covenant and bring



God’s grace to human lives.  We are to nurture our children and awaken in them a living faith.  We
are to lead all people to Jesus Christ and prepare them to enter his heavenly kingdom.”

Richard Bell Children’s Safeguarding Officer
The PCC have once again approved my role as an ‘appropriately experienced’ Parish
Safeguarding Officer at St John’s. 
  
The PCC recently agreed to adopt and implement the House of Bishops’ Safeguarding Policy
‘Promoting a Safer Church’ and as such approved the St John’s Safeguarding Policy Statement
for 2022 which is available on our website. 
  
I have conducted and reported upon the annual safeguarding audit to the diocese and PCC with
no immediate actions and no significant issues to report.   
  
Safeguarding is a fixed agenda item and I regularly provide written updates at each PCC meeting.
I am always available to attend in person if requested. 
  
  
I am in the process of ensuring that all persons that have direct contact with children and
vulnerable adults have the appropriate checks (DBS) and safeguarding training in place and we
continue to ensure these are all updated. There has been a slight delay due to a backlog of
checks after recent changes were implemented (-DBS disclosures are now required more
frequently.)    
  
I have been reviewing all church activities to assess and address any identified safeguarding
issues immediately and always make myself available to provide advice to Alan, The
Churchwardens and the PCC when required. 
  
I’d like to thank Lucy our Children’s Champion for her continued support, I will continue to work
closely with Lucy as we look to improve everyone’s understanding of what safeguarding means. 
  
Please contact me via info@shieldsmore.co.uk if you wish to talk or have any concerns about the
safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults. 

Deanery Synod Keith Lunn
Hillingdon Deanery Synod links Anglican clergy and laity in much of the Borough, with
specialist input on topics as wide-ranging as memory cafes, mindfulness, credit unions, funeral
planning, hospital visiting, chaplaincies eg in sport, and accommodating refugees. In 2021-22 two
of the three in-person meetings coincided with St John's PCC, but representatives were enabled
in groups to use the materials produced by the Living in Love and Faith initiative, designed to help
acknowledge prejudice and hypocrisy and improve conversations around sexuality. Presentations
also indicated local substantial efforts, particularly in Primary Schools, to enable faith to develop
through an interface ('Nexus') between school, home and church. Hillingdon Standing Advisory
Committee on Religious Education (SACRE) hopes to increase opportunities for training in the
subject and raise its profile, as seems crucial in a world where, for example, opposing views are
found even within Christianity, and even used to justify armed conflict. 
Christians from other countries are arriving in churches for a number of reasons, and it is possible
that some of those who may have seemed on the edge of a church may actually help to enliven
worship and church life. The new Bishop Of Willesden, Rev Canon Lusa Nsenga-Ngoy, is himself
planned to attend a Synod meeting on 30 June at St Paul's Ruislip Manor.

Electoral Roll Nikki Bell
At the time of producing this booklet the Electoral Roll stands at 151.



The PCC- Nikki Bell -PCC Secretary
The PCC are vital to the running of our church. If you are interested in becoming a PCC member
please contact Nikki. It's never too late to join.  
The PCC met a total of 5 times in 2021. Of those 5 meetings 3 meetings were in person the
others were held via Zoom. 

Sacristan- Kay Sweetman 
With the Covid lockdown and the aftermath, things have changed quite dramatically in my role as
Sacristan. Before Covid I was responsible for organising rotas for Servers and those
administering the chalice at services. The need for this obviously went straight out of the window
and now, even though the church has re-opened I have, for the moment, handed over this
responsibility to Nikki, the church administrator. 
However another part of my role remains, in which I am responsible in buying church supplies of
wafers, wine, candles, Palm crosses etc.. I am also responsible for church linen (altar clothes etc.)
At the time of writing (April 2022) I can reassure everyone that we have an adequate supply of
Palm crosses and I don’t think I will need to purchase more until at least 2024!

Archivist- Kay Sweetman 
Despite lockdowns and restrictions, people have supposedly been having more time to take up
hobbies such as genealogy (or family history for the un-initiated!) However this has not translated
into enquiries about births, marriages and burials at St John’s. I think this is although the records
can be viewed at the London Metropolitan Archives (when open), they can also be viewed online
(with a subscription) from web sites such as Ancestry and Find My Past. 
 
During lockdowns and when we were unable to actually get into church for services, I particularly
enjoyed the series on the Online Link written by Christine Bartlett (a fellow genealogist) telling us
all about the memorials inside church: I was very sad when the series finished!

Weddings and Funerals 
When we finally opened St John's, we were so delighted as were our wedding couples! All the
couples had put this very special day on hold from 2020 due to the pandemic and finally their
dream day would be possible.  
 
We had many obstacles to overcome and faced many challenges, we could not use the front
entrance to St John's due to the risk of falling flint. The new pathway was great at overcoming this
set back and provided some absolutely gorgeous photos especially along the Lime Tree path to
Coney Green. Alan, Father Ken and Nikki met with all the couples to show them the new entrance
and looked at ways to overcome their concerns. One of these was the use of the screens so that
family and friends were unable to see the bride coming down the steps into St John's and walking
to the aisle. It was a very tense time for the couples as some family members/friends could not
attend due to living abroad or limitations on those that could attend following government
guidelines. Alan brilliantly came up with the idea of live streaming via zoom and even allowing
those present to speak with relatives online while waiting for the service to start.   
 
With all that we had to overcome we still managed to hold 4 weddings in 2021 and 2 blessings at
St John's which were truly beautiful and unique. I think the couples would agree that it was well
worth the wait! 
 
We also celebrated the lives of much loved members of the congregation, those that lived in the
parish and those that had close connections to St John's who all went to be with God in 2021. 

Groups & Church Activities
Bellringers Captains Report Michael J Palmer.



REPORT for 2021 by CAPTAIN of the BELLRINGERS GUILD 
At the start of the year we held a special meeting to discuss our response to the Covid situation,
which safety measures to introduce, how many of us to be in the tower at a time and distancing
etc and additional short discussions took place as the situation improved somewhat. 
Nevertheless, our ringing has been somewhat restricted not only by the Covid situation but also
work on the mobile phone network equipment in the tower.   
  
However, we have managed to hold practices during the year at Hillingdon with a few at St
Andrew’s Uxbridge and although these have now become regular at Hillingdon, we haven’t yet
restarted our twice monthly practices at Hayes or indeed the other towers we ring at.  
  
With changes in service times on Sundays, our ringing has now expanded from just one “tour” a
month to two towers every Sunday, one of those always being Hillingdon and the other either
Harlington or St Andrew’s Uxbridge. This is subject to there being enough of us available to ring. 
With the easing of Covid restrictions, I am hoping we can also start Sunday ringing at Cranford
and Hayes soon but we may need to do surveys prior to this to ensure all is safe.  
  
During the year, I was asked to take over responsibility for both Uxbridge towers from Alan Rix.
This has not made much difference at St Andrew’s, as we already rang there regularly on
Sundays. 
However, we have not yet rung at St Margaret’s and a safety survey will be required before any
further ringing takes place. 
  
We were to have held a Christmas Dinner in December but unfortunately this had to be cancelled
due to the worsening Covid situation at that time. We did not hold any other social events this
year. 
  
Thank you for your support this year, especially a big thank you to Bob who has spent a great
deal of time making arrangements for all our ringing as well as the social event we had to
abandon. 
  
To those of you who preferred not to join our activities during this difficult time, I completely
understand but I hope you will join us again now restrictions are being lifted although I realise we
must continue to take sensible precautions. 

The Eco Group Report. Chris Rodrigues and Brenda Thomas 
Caring for God’s creation is SO important and affects us all. 
 
To assist churches and congregations in doing this, the Diocese of London’s 2030 Vision and the
Willesden Diocese formed a Creation Care Action Group in 2020. This was to encourage
churches in the diocese to apply to become an Eco church and to hopefully gain an Eco award.
Chris Rodrigues, became our representative on this group and participated in many of the regular
zoom meetings during lockdown.  As St Johns had already achieved a Silver Eco Award, we
hosted an event in September 2021 led by the Group, where we were able to share our story and
to inform and encourage other local churches and PCCs to apply for an award. 
  
Also in September, a grant of up to the value of £100 was provided from the Creation Care
Scheme to churches in the Willesden area to help support any eco idea. We therefore were able
to purchase 2 bird feeders + feed, four litter pickers and gloves.  There may also be enough funds
to purchase a small bike rack.  
  
The Eco Group has close links with A Rocha, a Christian environmental organisation which
started the Eco Award Scheme, Tearfund, a Christian relief and development agency and Friends



of the Earth, also an environmental agency.  We receive regular news, advice, suggestions and
tips from each of them, which we (but mainly Chris) pass on to St John’s in the weekly LINK. 
  
We also held a COP21 Climate Change service in November which included an interesting and
helpful Tearfund video. 
 
In September last year the Eco Group sadly lost a really important member and friend, Christine
Bartlett, who moved to Reading , leaving only Chris Rodrigues and Brenda Thomas as the
“group”.  We are therefore very pleased that in February this year an Environmental Policy, drawn
up by the Eco Group, was submitted to the PCC and was ratified and adopted and is visible on
our website with a hard copy in church.  This means that the PCC will now take the lead in
ensuring our continued commitment to its principles. 
  
The Eco group and the PCC is in the process of reviewing our original Eco Church survey,
seeking any improvements in our actions, and any changes that may have occurred since first
submitted. 
  
Please continue to read the eco section in the Online Link each week and let Nikki have feedback
on your eco tips and thoughts. If anyone would like to join our small but dedicated team, please
contact us via Nikki in the Church Office.

The Churchyard Mark Hamlin

The Churchyard Maintenance team continue to meet every Monday morning. 
Regular maintenance activities include mowing the grass, cutting the hedges and weeding the
flower beds.   
Other highlights of the Churchyard Gang’s efforts include:

A new pathway was constructed direct to the South Door to allow the Church to re-open.
The privet bushes that had to be removed for the entrance to the new path were re-used to
fill gaps in the Coney Green pathway hedge.
The layer of gravel on the pathway from the Sacristy to the Uxbridge Road was cleared
and some of the pathway was re-laid to provide an emergency exit route from the Church.
The re-construction of the Felicity Selby Hele tomb that was the last (and the worst) of the
derelict tombs, with only one side remaining in place, was completed following a delay due
to Coronavirus.
A mature Oleander Tree, donated by Rick and Carol Williams, has been planted in the
Garden of Remembrance.
2 lawnmowers (one petrol and one electric) were donated to the Church by a local couple.
These turned out to be in very good condition and these are available for use by any
members of the Churchyard Team.
The huge Cedar tree near the Uxbridge Road that was becoming increasingly unstable
was finally felled by tree surgeons to eliminate the risk of any boughs falling into the road.

A Hawthorn tree was planted on 21st March 2022 to replace the Cedar tree at the request
of Hillingdon Council. This was donated by the Mercer Family in memory of their Parents
who lived locally; the family was able to attend the churchyard for the planting ceremony.
A Spruce tree adjacent to the ‘Toby Pleasant’ tomb in the East of the Churchyard was

blown down on 7th April and this was professionally cut up 4 days later. Amazingly the tree
managed to fall between several other tombs without damaging any.
The Northern end of the Coney Green Boundary Wall adjacent to the Uxbridge Road that
had been leaning for some time having been heaved by some old tree stumps on the
Coney Green side finally collapsed after Storm Dudley. Fortunately, we had already



managed to gain agreement from Hillingdon Council that their insurers would cover the
cost of the wall’s reconstruction.
The Churchyard Gang undertook the demolishing of the remains of the wall and stacked all
whole old bricks for potential re-use.
The four tree stumps that were obstructing the wall were grubbed out professionally at the
insurer’s expense and the wall reconstruction is due to take place in May 2022 and so will
hopefully have been completed by the time this report is published.

With the exception of the professional tree surgery work the Churchyard Team’s maintenance
efforts have been achieved at no cost to the PCC. 
In 2021 we, sadly, had to say goodbye to Christine and Brian Bartlett, when they emigrated to
deepest Berkshire! They had been instrumental in starting the current Graveyard Gang a few
years ago and we offer our sincere thanks for their inspiration and hard work in transforming the
churchyard from its over-grown state to the current condition that frequently attracts admiring
comments from passers-by.  They are much missed by us all. 
  
The Churchyard Team is currently a mix of both members of St John’s congregation and local
community members so if you, or someone you know, would to like to join our team then they will
be warmly welcomed. We would especially appreciate any help with mowing the grass. 
We meet at about 9:30 and break for tea and coffee at about 10:30 so even if you don’t feel able
to offer any physical support you will still be most welcome to join us just for the social
interactions. 
 
The churchyard team: Armel, Brenda, Helen, Iain, Kay, Ken, Mark, Patrick, Peter, Robert, Sue.

Felicity Hele Tomb After work was completed

        Mature Oleander Tree donated by Rick

       New pathway to St John's         Recycled Privet Bush

St. John's Singers Report- Carol Williams



My hopes for restarting St John’s Singers during 2021 almost came to nothing.  Although we were
able to open the church during the year, the regulation on mask wearing whilst singing meant it
was not feasible for the St John’s Singers to meet and rehearse.  We were, however, able to get
together to perform at our Carols for All Christmas Service in mid December and really enjoyed
being back together to sing and rehearse for a couple of weeks.  
  
We are hopeful that we will soon be able to recommence singing at the mid morning service – we
just need to sort out the logistics as to where we will sit, when we will sing etc. – watch this space!

LET'S GO TODDLER GROUP Alan Bradford

We tentatively re-opened 'Let's Go' again last autumn, not knowing what to expect and if we
would soon have to close down again. We have been blessed by a small number of our 'old'
regulars returning and have also been blessed by a couple of new parents with children, despite
not actively advertising wider afield. We have a great team of Alison, Gill & Henry: thank you very
much, team, for your encouragement, serving and dedication.

ELEVATE KIDS Alan Bradford

It was important to start up again as soon as we could the special Children's Worship service we
had been running at John Locke Academy Primary School in St. Andrew's Park, Uxbridge. We put
on our fist service back as restrictions were easing in November 2021, twenty months after our
previous session before the pandemic. Since then we have had three services that have been
well received. Our main nucleus of a team who help run things comprises Henry Slamaker, Matt &
Alexis Szurgot, Rodney George, Ursulyn George, Caroline Reed, Roy & Michelle Johnson,
Kadeja Johnson & Katie Hopes. Thanks, team. We are getting to the stage where we can develop
things more going forward.

YOUTH  Anne Bradford

During last year’s coronavirus restrictions and lockdowns, the Youth Breakfast was been unable
to take place as usual. We met together a few times on zoom and, when restrictions lifted, we had
a Pizza Social Evening and a lunch with students. 
  
We continue to support some students at Brunel University and local colleges through Fusion,
and through developing our connections with the Brunel Christian Union. 
  
We are very grateful to the youth and students who help in various ways within St John’s,
especially with our hybrid services. 
  
We also continue to offer encouragement and support to young refugee and asylum seekers as
they seek safety and a place of belonging. 
 

ONLINE PRESENCE  Anne Bradford

‘Online Presence’ covers our website, our social media platforms, and our profile on the Church of
England national resource hub, along with information on our online services. 
  
St John’s has a website and is on social media on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. We can also
be found on ‘A Church Near You’. 
 

WEBSITE  

Our church website is: www.stjohnshillingdon.org.uk. 
Our website also has a ‘button’ for us to donate online to our church. There is also a link to this via

http://www.stjohnshillingdon.org.uk/


our page on ‘A Church Near You’.

The statistics marked with * below are from information collected on 26/04/2022.

 FACEBOOK  

Our church Facebook Group is a positive way in linking our church family and supporting each
other. This is a private group so that we can share with each other with a degree of confidentiality,
but all from St John’s are welcome to join. 
The group page is ‘St John’s, Hillingdon (Group)’ and the link is:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/116263285313 
The group has 175* members. 
  
The church also has a public community group page that we use to connect with beyond our
immediate church family, and the link is: https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsHillingdon 
The page has 394* likes and 420* followers.

TWITTER  

The church Twitter is another means of a presence within the area and an engagement with
others in the local community. 
We currently have 195* followers. 
Our Twitter is: @SJohnHillingdon

INSTAGRAM   

Instagram is a popular online app and helps to engage with a wider social network.
We have 165* followers. 
Our Instagram is: stjohnshillingdon1.

A CHURCH NEAR YOU  

St John’s is also on ‘A Church Near You’. This website is a Church of England digital
communication national resource hub. 
‘A Church Near You’ lists every church in the Church of England, with contact information, service
times and events. It publishes special campaigns such as at Christmas and Easter. It is a good
way for people to find local churches and services in their area. 
We have had 122* views this week, 576* views this month, and 6,794* views this year.

ZOOM

After not being able to use our church building because of the covid restrictions and building work,
we started meeting online via zoom for our services on Sunday mornings and for mid-week prayer
on Wednesday mornings. Since returning to being able to use our church building, our Sunday
mid-morning service has become a hybrid service being in person and continuing on zoom. It has
also meant that others who would be unable to physically join us, are able to still worship, pray
and meet with us. Even when the internet suddenly went down in the area, we were able to still
worship together using smart phones and mobile data – the wonders of modern technology! 
  
In 2021, we had our Ash Wednesday service, the Lent Course, and the Maundy Thursday ‘Last
Supper Experience’ via zoom. Our Christmas services were a mixture of hybrid, zoom and ‘in
person’ services.  We have also been able to use zoom for some funerals, to let family and friends
from a distance join the services. 
  
Zoom can be accessed via the internet from a computer, laptop, tablet or smart phone, via this
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89481452808 It can also be accessed via a landline telephone on
020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874.

HOLY WEEK & EASTER  Anne Bradford

https://www.facebook.com/groups/116263285313
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89481452808


In Holy Week 2021 as restrictions were starting to slightly ease from another national lockdown,
we marked these special days by meeting together on zoom and in the church grounds. On
Maundy Thursday, we shared ‘The Last Supper Experience’ together via zoom, followed by a
personal quiet time for ‘The Watch’ in our own homes and gardens. On Good Friday, some
walked and prayed the route of the Walk of Witness, and in the afternoon some of us gathered
around the cross in the Memorial Garden for a time of reflection at ‘Journey to the Cross’. On
Easter morning, we gathered on zoom, and in the afternoon in the Memorial Garden.

EASTER FLOWER PROJECT  Anne Bradford

In January 2021, some of us started to crochet, knit, sew, and make flowers. The idea was for us
to have a project to work on during lockdown, especially to help those isolating at home. It was to
feel connected and be a part of something, to create a sense of belonging through being creative,
and then for the flowers to be something we could put up for the local community, to reach out,
encourage and help them feel connected too. 
  
More than 952 flowers were made. Some were sent to care homes, a hospital ward, and to some
isolating at home. The rest had messages attached and were hung up on the hedgerows along
the front of the church and all along the footpath.  The incredibly positive response within the local
community and on social media was amazing and overwhelming. So many people came to look at
the beautiful display, and they then took a flower, shared a flower and encouraged others with
them.
  
This year, we made butterflies, bumble bees, bunny rabbits and flowers. There were over a
thousand items and the display looked magnificent. Once again it was really appreciated by the
local community. All the items went within less than a week! We received many positive
responses to it.   
  
Many thanks to all who helped with this project, the making and hanging up. You all helped to
bless the community.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, HILLINGDON BRANCH 

Alan is Chaplain for the Royal British Legion Hillingdon. We continue to support their work and
pray for them. 
Each Remembrance Sunday, we have our annual service together with the Royal British Legion
and with North Hillingdon Boys’ Brigade, and joined with other uniformed organisations.

 CHARITIES & FUND RAISING   

At Harvest, we had an online collection for HILLINGDON FOOD BANK and WATER AID 
Many thanks to all who contributed to the annual SHOE BOX APPEAL for Samaritan’s Purse
Operation Christmas Child. 
THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY unfortunately in 2021 we were unable to count the at home boxes
and are in the process of completing this now.  However, the collection taken from our Christingle
services was donated in full.

CHEQUES 
Payable to: 
Hillingdon Parochial Church Council 
St. John's Church 
Royal Lane 
Uxbridge 
UB8 3QP

STANDING ORDER 
Set up a Standing Order with your bank or
building society using these details: 
Barclays Bank, 142 High St, 
Uxbridge, UB8 1JX  
Sort Code: 208916 
Account No: 20465615



Click here for pdf file of the AGM report
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